
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello and welcome to Oasis Academy’s Special 

Educational Needs zone.  My name is Ms Chisholm and I 

am the SENCo.  I am a part of an inclusion team that 

provides for children with special needs.  I work with 

children, teachers, parents and outside agencies to make 

provision for children with special educational needs 

(SEN).  Other members of the team are Ms Riley, the 

Senior Learning Mentor and Miss Josephs the Deputy 

Principal 

Please click on the tabs above to find out what Oasis 

Academy Woodview can offer you if you think your 

child has special educational needs. 
 

  



   
Miss Josephs       Ms Riley 

Deputy Principal                                     Senior Learning              

                                                              Mentor 

 

Before we go on, in the world of special educational needs there are 

many terms used that may be unfamiliar to you.  Here are a few. 

ADD – Attention Deficit Disorder 

ADHD -  Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorder 

ASD – Autistic Spectrum Disorder 

CAF - Common Assessment Framework 

CAMHS – Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 

COP – Code of Practice 

CP – Child Protection 

DCD – Developmental Coordination Disorder 

EAL – English as an Additional Language 

  



EHC Plan – Education, Health and Care Plan (replaces the old 

Statement) 

EP – Educational Psychologist 

FSM – Free School Meals 

HI – Hearing impairment 

IEP – Individual Education Plan 

LAC – Looked After Child 

SLT/SaLT Speech and Language Therapy 

SEN – Special Educational Needs 

SEND – Special Educational Needs and Disability 

SENCO – Special Educational Needs Coordinator 

SpLD – Specific Learning Disability 

TA – Teaching Assistant 

VI – Visual Impairment 

 

 



Your child will be observed and/or assessed.  These assessments may 

include doing a piece of writing independently, spelling tests and reading 

tests with a running recording.  Your child may then be given 

extra/special support to help them ‘catch up’. After a set period your 

child will be observed and/or assessed again to check progress. 

If your child does not make expected progress with the extra support, they 

will be placed on the Special Needs Register.  

The SENCO and/or class teacher will then meet with the teachers, parents 

and, if appropriate, the child to choose targets and strategies. 

These targets and strategies will be shared with the necessary staff and 

reviewed at least 3 times a year.  Reviews will be based on detailed 

observation and and/or assessments.  Progress will be measured against the 

original test results. 

If during any of the reviews it is decided that your child is still not making 

the expected progress then, with your permission, we will seek the advice 

from an outside agency/specialist. (See section on ‘A Partnership Approach’) 

If your child has multiple or complex needs and they are still struggling to 

make progress  after following the advice from a specialist, we may apply for 

a Statutory Assessment for an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC Plan).  

The EHC Plan replaces the old SEN Statement from September 2014. 

• You can get information about how the school can meet 

your child’s special educational needs by reading the school 

SEN policy (link; you may also request a paper copy) which 

will be written in simple, clear language.  If there is 



anything you do not understand, please do not hesitate to 

ask the SENCO or another member of staff. 

• You will have a review (meeting) with the class teacher or 

the SENCO and other people involved with your child’s 

education three times a year when information about your 

child’s progress will be shared. 

 

We will try to make the language used in reviews as simple 

as possible and avoid jargon where possible. 

• You will have the opportunity contribute to plans for your 

child and the review of those plans.  Anything written 

about your child will be available for you to see. 

• Usually, your permission will be sought before an outside 

agency becomes involved with your child.  Where this is not 

a requirement, you will be informed that someone from 

outside of school will be working with your child. 

 

• If appropriate, your child will be invited to their review. 

• Your child will have a discussion with one of the inclusion 

team or their class teacher to find out what is working or 

not working for them. 

• They may complete activities to get their point of view 

which will then be shared at the review if they are not 

present. 
 



• Sometimes it is necessary to share information about your 

child’s needs with other members of staff.  You will be 

given the opportunity to agree what is shared. 

• If your child is coming to us from another school or nursery 

we will seek information from them about your child’s 

special educational needs.  They may then send us all SEN 

records. 

• You will be involved in the sharing of information when it is 

time for your child to change schools, including when moving 

on to secondary school. We may invite staff from the new 

school to your child’s final review to help share information. 

• Information may also be shared with outside agencies 

working with your child. 

 

General information about SEN in the school will be shared 

with the Academy Council but not specific information about 

your child 



 

TYPE OF NEED AND WHAT THAT COULD LOOK LIKE 

Cognition and Learning 
Difficulties in learning to read, spell, write sentences and do maths.  Some children struggle to 

understand and/or remember new information.  Some children learn at a noticeably slower rate 

than others. 

EXAMPLES OF SUPPORT IN OUR SCHOOL 

• There is a NVQ level 3 qualified 

teaching assistant(TA) in every 

class 

• Reading recovery  1 to 1 teaching, ½ 

hour daily with a qualified teacher 

• Better reading partners – daily 

reading practise following the 

principles of reading recovery 

• Read/Write A2Z – a programme 

teaching basic reading and writing 

skills 

• Targeted Literacy groups (6 

children or less)  

• Small Read Write Inc groups based 

on ability -  a programme teaching 

phonics and other reading and 

writing skills 

 

• Small guided reading groups 

• Precision Teaching 

• Lexia (Web based reading 

programme) 

• Word Shark (reading/spelling 

software) 

• Appropriately differentiated work 

• Visual Stress Test – checks if there 

is an underlying visual difficulty 

that affects reading and writing 

• Coloured overlays/paper 

• Advice from the Educational 

Psychologist and Pupil and School 

Support (see section ‘A Partnership 

Approach’)  
 

 
                           

HOW DO WE KNOW THE SUPPORT IS WORKING? 

We use a range of evidence to help us know if the support is working.  This might include: 

A piece of independent writing, spelling tests and reading tests assessed with a running record.   
Progress will be measured against the original test results. 



 

TAs are experienced in carrying out these tests. 

TYPE OF NEED AND WHAT THAT COULD LOOK LIKE 

Communication and Interaction 

Some children have difficulties with speech.  Their words may not be clear.  Some may have a 

severe stutter. Others have a limited vocabulary.  Some find it difficult to understand and 

respond to what other people say to them, including difficulties in following instructions. Some 

children may struggle to make and keep friends. Children with a diagnosis of autism, ADHD and 

other disorders may have difficulties in some of these areas.   

EXAMPLES OF SUPPORT IN OUR SCHOOL 

• We have 3 teaching assistants 

trained in Language Land: a 

programme to improve grammar 

and vocabulary. 

• Language steps 

• Makaton cards 

• Visual time-tables 

• Barrier Games: activities to aid 

understanding and use of language 

• We have a qualified Senior Learning 

Mentor, Ms Riley, who runs social 

interaction groups. 

• We also have access to a Speech and 

Language Therapist through Big 

Community and Birmingham. 

HOW DO WE KNOW THE SUPPORT IS WORKING? 



Language Land, Language Steps and barrier games have built in assessments.  Your child’s 

progress will be measured by comparing their performance after set periods of time. 

 

If your child is being seen by a speech and language therapist, the therapist may provide the 

school with assessments specific to your child’s needs. 

TYPE OF NEED AND WHAT THAT COULD LOOK LIKE 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties 

Children with Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties may be withdrawn or isolated 

from their family or peers, become hyperactive and lack concentration, present disruptive and 

disturbing behaviour, might be socially immature, or display challenging behaviours arising from 

other complex special need such as autism, ADHD, dyspraxia and developmental delay.  Children 

may suffer from anxiety, depression and phobias. 

EXAMPLES OF SUPPORT IN OUR SCHOOL 

• Social interaction groups and 1 to 

1 sessions with the Senior 

Learning Mentor 

• 1 to 1  counselling with a trained 

worker from Big Community(see 

section ‘A Partnership Approach’) 

• Visual time-table in every 

classroom 

• Quiet area for time out with 

stress toys 

• Anger management programmes 

e.g. A Volcano in my Tummy, 

social stories, feelings diaries 

and home/school diaries 

• Assessment and strategies using the 

Boxhall Profile 

• The PATHS programme is run 

throughout the school. 

• Offsite social interaction groups 

provided by Behaviour Support 

Services(see section ‘A Partnership 

Approach’) 

• Staff have had levels 1,2,and 3 

training in teaching children with 

autism provided by the 

Communication/Autism Team. 

HOW DO WE KNOW THE SUPPORT IS WORKING? 

Logs will be kept recording behaviour that is of concern.  These may be recorded in a school and 

home diary. 

 

The frequency of behaviours will be recorded assessed at regular intervals. 



TYPE OF NEED AND WHAT THAT COULD LOOK LIKE 

Sensory and/or Physical Needs 

These include visual and hearing impairment.  It also includes medical conditions which have an 

impact on your child’s education.  If your child has a medical condition but can take part fully 

in school life and is learning well, they are not considered to have a special educational need.  

EXAMPLES OF SUPPORT IN OUR SCHOOL 

• If your child has sensory 

and/or physical needs, the 

SENCO/Principal will liaise 

with the Specialist Support 

Service Team and the 

school nurse in order to 

make the appropriate 

provision for your child. 

• We will liaise with you and the support 

services to ensure that, wherever 

possible, your child is not excluded from 

school trips or any other aspect of school 

life. 

• The school has wheelchair access and 

lifts. 

• We will write a One Page Profile which 

informs staff of your child’s needs and 

how to make provision for them. 



 

HOW DO WE KNOW THE SUPPORT IS WORKING? 

Whether support is working or not will be judged on feedback from the child and parent/carer 

at reviews or through informal conversations and meetings. 





There is an Oasis Complaints policy that is followed for any complaint.  

Your complaint will be dealt with first by the Principal, Mrs MacCarthy.  

If for any reason the complaint needs to be taken further, it will be dealt 

with by the Academy Council who will hold an investigation. 

If the complaint was to continue after that, it would go to the Oasis 

Academy Director for the Midlands Area - Mr Chris Edwards. 

You can receive a copy of the Academy’s complaints procedure from the 

academy office. 


